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Study to become an Orientation and Mobility Specialist in 2016-17
Orientation and Mobility (O&M) Specialists work with people of all ages, who are blind or have low vision to develop the skills and abilities to move safely and confidently through a range of environments. 
The Graduate Diploma of Orientation and Mobility is a nationally recognised qualification for people seeking employment as O&M Specialists.
Course Overview
The course is delivered face to face 3 days a week, over a period of 20 months.  

Year 1: Tuesday 16 February 2016 - Thursday 15 December 2016
Year 2: Tuesday 31 January 2017 - Thursday 12 October 2017
Course Structure
Delivery of the course includes:
Classroom based learning sessions: Cover the theory and knowledge of O&M.
Practical fieldwork sessions: There is a strong focus on practicum, where students work with a partner to develop their teaching skills. It is a requirement that students wear blindfolds and low vision simulators whilst learning to travel in a variety of environments from simple residential areas to crossing roads, using public transport and managing complex city routes.

Work Placement: Students undertake four supervised work placements which are organised by the Course Coordinator. Work placements provide valuable opportunities to observe industry and professional practice as well as enable students to develop their skills and knowledge in a workplace setting.
Job Role 
O&M Specialists may work independently or as part of a team of specialists, such as orthoptists, occupational therapists, physiotherapists and educators, to provide a range of services to people who are blind or have low vision. 

O&M Specialists work with a diverse range of clients of all ages and abilities with the aim of enabling them to develop the skills and knowledge they require to achieve their individual mobility goals. 
O&M services include assessment; training in the use of mobility and low vision aids; orientation to environments, travel routes and public transport; use of orientation aids and relevant assistive technology; development of concepts, sensory awareness and skills; and vision education.

Prerequisites

Candidates wishing to gain entry to the course will:

· have obtained a Bachelor or higher education qualification in fields including health science, education, recreation or human movement and wish to expand their knowledge and skills in orientation and mobility, or

· have obtained an Advanced Diploma/Diploma qualification in fields including health science, recreation or human movement, and have significant relevant vocational practice and wish to expand their knowledge and skills in orientation and mobility, or
· have significant experience working in a community sector organisation in a related job role involving high level independent judgement and application of knowledge, in addition to responsibility and accountability for all aspects of the role, and wish to expand their knowledge and skills in orientation and mobility, or
· have completed 21826VIC Vocational Graduate Certificate in Vision Impairment (Orientation and Mobility) and wish to upgrade their qualification through the completion of additional units of competency.
If you have any queries as to whether you meet the prerequisite requirements, please contact the Course Coordinator.
In addition, candidates for the course are required to complete an O&M Expression of Interest and undertake an interview to assess their aptitude for working with people with disabilities.

Units of Competency

The Graduate Diploma of Orientation and Mobility is comprised of 6 core units, followed by 1 pre-determined elective unit.

OAMASS801A Undertake orientation and mobility assessments

OAMDEL802A Prepare to deliver orientation and mobility programs

OAMIMP803A Implement orientation and mobility programs

OAMENV804A Conduct environmental access appraisals in orientation and mobility contexts

OAMRES805A Research and implement new practices in orientation and mobility

OAMDOG806A Work with dog guide users to achieve specific orientation objectives

OAMCHI807A Conduct developmental orientation and mobility for early childhood clients

Further Information

Refer to the Course Handbook, Fee and Charges Schedule and RTO Student Handbook available at:

www.visionaustralia.org/oandmcourse
Michelle Sharples

Course Coordinator
T 03 9381 6425

E O&Mcourse@visionaustralia.org
Enrolment Procedure

To apply for the 2016 intake, complete and submit the RTO Enrolment Form and O&M Expression of Interest available at:
www.visionaustralia.org/oandmcourse
Include a certified copy of your qualifications.
Please note: The closing date for applications is Thursday 5th November, 2016.
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